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(57)Abstract 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a zoom lens by which 
a photographing viewing angle is widened, and whose 
portability is excellent by shortening a lens entire length, 
and which is suitable for an electronic still camera and 
consists of three groups, and to provide an optical 
equipment using the zoom lens. 

SOLUTION: In the zoom lens having the first lens group L1 
of negative refracting power, the second lens group L2 of 
positive refracting power and the third lens group L3 of the 
positive refracting power in this order from an object side 
and performing variable power by changing intervals 
between respective lens groups, the third lens group L3 is 
moved simply to an image surface side or by leaving a 
projected locus to the image surface side in a state that an 
infinite object is focused at the time of performing the 
variable power from a wide angle end to a telephoto end, 
and then, when the moving amount of the third lens group 
L3 to the image surface side is set as M3 and the focal 
distance of an entire system at the wide angle end is set as 
fw, the condition of 0.08<M3/fw<0.4 is satisfied. 
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